HOW STRONG  IS  BRITAIN ?
be only two types of Division in the British Army:
Armoured Divisions, composed chiefly of tanks, and
Machine-Gun Divisions, which at war strength will
consist of nine battalions of infantry with a total
of 450 Bren machine-guns. In addition, partly as
Divisional troops and partly as Corps troops, there
will be artillery detachments and heavy-machine-gun
companies.
The tactical guiding principle of the British military
authorities in the equipment of these modern units
is to increase defensive strength, and in their opinion
the consequence of mechanization and the lesson of
all local wars since the World War has been the
decline of offensive as against defensive power. Thus
the future British Expeditionary Force is not being
built up as an offensive army proper, but as a highly,
mechanized defensive army with a very high volume
of fire-power in relation to its numerical strength, and
one which thanks to motorization will be extremely
mobile so that it can be used rapidly to fill any breach
or strengthen any dangerous spot in the line. This
tactical principle is still the subject of dispute, but at
the moment it is the opinion which prevails at the
British War Office. The value of a British Expedi-
tionary Force is to lie in its great defensive strength
and in its subsequent capacity to launch a counter-
offensive after the exhaustion of the attacking enemy.
How many men could Great Britain put into the
field at the present time? According to the latest
information she has a force of 500,000 trained men.
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